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sing boxes in to the garbage closet, Boxes and boxes of Junior's cereal, AU artificially favored sugary 
t confections. Th no exercian except when Sweetie usod him for cover when he went out s hi to Danh sat barefoot on the gran at the Set of Club Meda. He was wearing short shorts. His calves shone 

drugs on Thing Street wier the kid was fat and sick. No doubt Sweetie'd tok! her the kid wasnt around out af like ivory. Johnny passed by, Usually Dash totally ignored him but for some reason today he acknowledged him by 
concern for his safety. B Woman believed him. She'd believe anything if 5t was nasty enough. Bitch! asking him why he always wore black. Same reason you never wear socks, Johnny said. It cuts down laundry 

The sir-conditioner and the so-called pase station ployimg the same best-offs over (d over and his tablet tuned to loin y beat it before Teacher could comment en Ies coifture but Teacher was interested in higher things 
Sean Hannity raving about the mob and the media and the crime wave in Chicago and New York City and the virus 
science was going to kill with hydrexychlorsquine. Soothing cacophony. Now Sean was peddling a sleep rex Like giris, Dash? 

Good rele? Immediately assuring everybody. It wont get vou high! After all it was a 

wing station, Suddenly the jazz station was playing a sappy version of Chaplin s Smile After all it wan a jazz station Oh yes! enthused Dash. Some of my bent friends are gei 
Smile wasn't jazz. M was sappy like Chaplin Could you imagine a scat version? He preferred the air-conditioner 
White ise was soothing Nice girls, Das 

tt wes a day for old people. He heard a Struldbrugg s cane tap-tapping against the tiles somewhere down Death 
Row. It had ta be a Struldbrugg. No human beings made such moise He was otwiourtly v fing himself. ItsexX? 
He'd vary the rhythm just enough to disappoint his expectation. The Tease! Then he'd resume tup-tapping. He was 
poing from door to door looking for someone. He beard him outside the Bird Womans. He must have met ber m the Not like those skanks right there! Teacher indicated Baby Doll and Lachrymose Laurie who right hal very me 
hall on her way to the nons because she definitely wouwkin't have answered the door. Johnny heard her vackimg me were ascending the Irish reprobate's circular driveway, They noticed Club Meds Hey hey! The gangs al 
sway saying it was probably that guy. At &ret he thought she meant himself. Figured shed blab about him because here, Edwin. 7 r. Kamikaze Dotard, and Dash especially 
he hadnt offered her amy empathy when shed bitehed about her ma Shed complained about the way the mailman 
treled her address on her envelopes because he was defacing her private property. He'd refused to sade with ber that Those guys are talking about us, said Baby 
tim now shed cum him in if given the opportunity. Maybe the eppernuniry had presented itself. How rs 
the man knocked on his own door he tumed around immediately to face Sweeties door, Sweetie was probably > Those guys? Laurie guffawed, They amt ever giving us a hard 
he wis looking for, Not to buy hi juns probably $0 complain about Maybe for slamming bis door 
shaking the bulicling every tim ed off down Death Row to swindle Griselda. Which was often. Johnny and Hard what? As usual Baby did not cos ehem 
Bird Woman were just eorrobo: wi Of course Johny still didnt answer. He watched as the emtroder gave up and 
proceeded down the hall to the next door and Sweetie poked his bald head out his deor and peered after him Look, Laurie said taking the easy way out 

cutering why he } t gota knock, Johnny would give hir nack all right 

He went out through the parking iot. The main entrance on the circular drivews he irish rem@ttance ma up Look at what? Baby liked to watect least xf there was ything worth book: 
House wasnt safe. Bums from Thing Street congregated there and sold drugs. Then there were the aki gossips who 
se ised everyone who passed and made rude remarks, Chib Meds, The parking lot wasn't great either but it was Fuck, eaid Laurie 
away m Thing Street. Fewer bums and no 1 ne Wagon tt wae better lit and there was us y & Cop car the 
with a cop in it or at least a special constable. E ig through the parking Jot today however } to pass through 

ping of moterized senile delinquents waiting for elevator. A Slavic woman in Capri pants blocked his v 
m ber scooter. He'd seen her befor c l ing about Sweetie. He said excuse me but with a circular motion of ber Sthat make? A very good question for whict i no ready "eer. Club Meds wan din 
pinky she indicated that she wante ito go around. Thot passed him off. After all she was the one on the scooter cussing thet very topic which wes curious and synchronous too 
So he abruptly squeesed by her while her social worker looked on 

Youre a nice guy Dash. it'd be a shame if you went and got married 


Me docent come around Uke he used to. Maybe he's married already 


Dash was socializing with the members of Chub Meds en the pateh e£ parched grass beside the Insh imposters cir Everyone of us was marred at ome rime or another, seid the former superman. Everyone of us regrets it too! 
euls rve. They watched as an ebony personnel manager in a blick sports itv with tinted windows pecied rubber 
drive around then sped off to Thing Street. The driveway was a fisvorste spot for that and for waiting to makie dru We Spered out how to avoid marriage, said Kamilusse Dotard high atop the saddle throme of his chariot, with a 
deals, The Struldbruepes didn't deal much because they were so exceedingly ch j and mean it was imp bie to nudge nudge wink wink like be was letting Dash im on s deep dark secret 
come to Turns with them iet alone make honour their agreements. The few personne! managers who dealt with them 
usually got badiy burnt Buggery! 


ub Meds v the Rubber Factory s answer t iome Wagon. The members were hostile amd r to pedestri 
They didnt hesitate to comment on everyone ^ insulting it If they saw somebody I been 
ping they eyed his bags greedily and wanted to know wha sin n. Because they wanted what was in then 
"ver it was they wanted it. They could have charged toll. They felt lilee it. Most of t | were already motorised Not like it used to be. The internet was why nobody got good and Interesting junk any more. The prices for what 
just like the cops only subtler and meaner. They sat all day on their chariots watching for s ible targets for hit and they did get were too high. Clothing used to be a deal but o coud get cheaper jeans new from Walmart and T-shirts 
nan in Ch own for a lot lees, The atmosphere was crummy without any upside. The stores has all the n ves of 
Purkdobe the meanness and the stress without any compensation like à good dex] or some fun. The staff almost all 
Nabody knew what mosi of them did in real lie. Probably nothing. Their ring leader was a retired schoottea seemed bike very rice people but they were obviously harried caught between the obd and the mew Puledabe like 
the worst sort of person. He must have recognized something in common with Johnny ke they were brothers in everyone else 
He had a big hs for him und amago c mity. He calle ? Smiley. He ssid be was Gutta percha was the first internet, The cables it shielded uncer t were the network of globaliern. Tt came 
gaining w After Johnny cut bis hair he wanted »w if he had cancer. He looked like he wan getting zadiatie by ship from Java through Singapore to London then went out again by ship foe E Newfoundland, It was 
treatments. sted beside train ks the way the internet was kater. It required globalisan ar created it too unti & and both 
exhausted tn World War IL tt was very big business. Babbin traded it based on the data it provided via ticker tape 
was the second in command of Club Meds. He weed to be è superintendent in a real apartment building not and cable then relaxed putting 2 golf ball filled wih it Like his root canal 
Factory compound. Hie wns almost as bad as the Miled schecitencher. He hated Murder Housing He said 
t bad è real superintendent. One who did rounds. Ned done them every day. It was à fact thai in the 
bber Factory one might see mar "ment in one s part of the compound for mont a1 à time, Yet if he went to the 
fice to complain about a sickening smell or a broken door the superintendent would always protest that hed just 
been there à quarter hour ago and everything was fine. [t was generally a good idea to take a picture or otherwise dox He liked to fantasies about nuna After all they were f Rubber Factory. Part of the rubber economy 
ument the problem and being it along. Or risk being dismissed as just another dementis case They got the w en whose Johns got them pregzr because they didn't wear rubbers. So in a way they were against 
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